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BOORABBIN FIRE DEATHS 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.54 pm]: Tomorrow, the State Coroner Alastair Hope will deliver his 
inquest findings into the tragic deaths of three men during the fire in Boorabbin National Park in December 
2007. Without pre-empting those findings, it is apparent from the testimony given that in the management of this 
fire was evidenced by a litany of errors and miscalculation. There were breakdowns of communication and 
blurred lines of authority and responsibilities; poor judgements were made and a lack of vital competencies was 
deployed. We need to ensure that history does not repeat itself and to be mindful of the findings. Despite the 
orgy of self-congratulation from the government for belatedly introducing arson laws and amendments to the 
Bush Fire Act, we must guard against complacency and always be vigilant. The Premier’s bushfire readiness 
review, which was finished in April but was not tabled until late last month, makes it clear that there is still much 
to be done. We know that the prescribed burning targets for this year have not been met. Police need to upgrade 
and expand emergency management training for officers. Western Power’s bushfire mitigation strategies have 
been delayed and there is a backlog of pole inspections and replacements. Local government contends that it 
needs a major injection of funding for replacement of current volunteer infrastructure, a Bureau of Meteorology 
expert needs to be placed at the Fire and Emergency Services Authority or the Department of Environment and 
Conservation during bushfire season and the quality of emergency services communications needs enhancement. 
In the wake of the inquest findings and the review, all recommendations need to be implemented promptly. The 
opposition will support the expedition of endeavours to improve WA’s firefighting capacity and responsiveness, 
but I put the government on notice that we will not hesitate to speak out where there is evidence of government 
inertia and procrastination. 
 


